Paston's Message

"Love means never having to say you're
sorry,” or so the author of the book Love
Story had the lead female character say to
her husband. But then, once, I saw a piece
of marital advice that said, "If you want to
get the last word in, apologize.” Unless you
never, ever do anything wrong I'm not sure
you can get away with the Love Story advice.

This being the month of love - Valentine's
Day and all, I thought I'd offer you
something that I have often used in pastoral
counseling, marriage classes, and hopefully,
if you were to ask Karen, in our marriage
together. It is from a counselor whose
books I own, and with whom I was fortunate
enough to study in Seminary. In one of his
books, Marriage Counseling - A Manual for
Ministers, Ken Morris cites his Marital Bill of
Rights - The Inalienable Rights of Partners
In A Christian Marriage. I offer you his list
as a way of reminding all of us what rights
we have - and what rights we should offer to
our partners in marriage.

So, for Valentine's Day and forever, here
goes:

1. To be accepted as a partner on the
basis of shared interests, jobs, child
rearing, in-law relations, decision
making, pleasures, etc.

2. To be accepted for what one is along
with one's failures.

3. To be forgiven and restored when
sorrow and repentance are shown and
not to have past sins and failures
brought up again.

4. To share in the successes, failures, and
disappointments of the other partner.

5. To be free to develop one's own
potentialities along creative lines.

6. To show love to those who have a
rightful claim upon one.

7. To a satisfying sexual relationship which
respects each one's feelings and
desires.

8. To be alone at times.

9. To live and grow in a peaceful and
harmonious home environment.

10.To be respected, appreciated, and
trusted when deserved.

A marriage made in heaven is one where the
partners are more richly themselves together
than the chances are either of them could
ever managed to have become alone. Still,
marriages made in heaven must be lived out
here on earth, on a daily basis, and to do
that, at least to do that well, takes work.
When we understand that the other in our
relationship has certain inalienable rights, and
that we do as well, we can work on our
marriage together as equal partners.

I wish all of you all the best in your
relationships this Valentine's Day and forever.
I encourage you to “love, honor, and cherish”
each other - when you feel like it, and even
when you don't feel like it. Keep the vows you
have made. Honor your commitment to each
other. Make it the second most important
relationship in your life, second only to your
relationship with God. Most of all - ENJOY!

God blessl!

Larry






